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FOREV10RD

This history of basic: military training in the AAF, covering
the six. years from ~ January 1939 to 31 December 1944, was pre
pared in the Historical Section, A-2 Division, Headquarters AAF
Tra.ining Command, by em Hov~rd J:1- Vlilliams. Before July ~943,

Mr. Uilliams was a member of the staff of the Technical Training
Command Historical Section.

The first chapter shows the peacetime accumulation of' expe
rience in planning, administration, training, and aotivation of
replacement training centers. Thereafter, the story revolves
around wartime activities: the growth of basic training centers;
administration, both from higher headquarters and within the
training units; personnel problems, with respect to permanent
party members as \'Iell as the hU-'ldreds of thousands of trainees;
and, most significant of all, the execution of the training mission.

An appendix of 94 documents which were important sources for
this study is attached to the No.1 copy of this study, AAF His...
torical Studies: No. 49, on file in the AAF Historical 01'fic.e, and
is available for consultation. These dOCUlUents oontain detailed
elaboration of many matters vlhich are only touched upon in the
study.

Readers familiar with the subject matter are invited to
furnish the AAF Historical Office nth criticisms, additional faots.,
or interpretations. For this purpose, perforated sheets have been
inserled at the back of the studyw
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THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



•

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

COllTE~rTS

I B.~SIC l1ILITll.RY TRAINIrm IH THE IUT;;;rmr BEr;iAl;r 1'\.0 ~XlRLD

Ul,R$

~!orld ;!ar I Background • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1
Peacetime Programs • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2
l1obilization Training Programs • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4
Activation of Replacement Training Centers • • • • • • • 8
Personnel ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 10
Administration • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 12
Training .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 16
Housing and liess • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 24-
lIorale • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 25
Sl.umn.ary • • • • • • • • • .. • .. it • • • .. • • • • • •• 27

II BASIC TRAINING CE{TffiS AND THEm ADlIDUSTRt\TION

J~ctivation and Inactivation • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 31
Administration • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 34
Swnm.ary •• • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 4.S

III PERSONNEL ArID PROCE3SnrG

Officer Personnel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 51
Assigned Enlisted Personnel • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 57
Trainees • • • • • • • . .. • • • . .. . . • • • • • .. 41. 64-
Processing • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. •• 67
S~ry • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 72

IV TIm 'l'Il.AItnUG l1IS3IO!~

•

Length • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ...
Programs • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••
Training Facilities and Techniques •••••••••••
Marksmanship • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••
Physica.l Training •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
lledical Aid • . • • . • .. . • " . • . .. • • • • • • • ..
Chemical ~:a.rfare • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Camouflaee • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
B1VOUa.C •••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Special Training Units • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
SUnunary ••••••••••••••••••••••••

75
79
89
92
96

100
101
103
105
106
III

-- _._---~- ~-~~

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



..

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

«

.. . ..

..
..

..

•

,

.. ..

•

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



This Page Declassified lAW E012958

V ORI]iJTATION J.rm !.:CF.tiliE

Orientation • • .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • 113
Housing and Hess .. .. • .. • • .. • .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. • 118
Health .... • • • .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. 122
~orale •••• • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • 12.5

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • •

.. 151

.... 246

... 149

••• 150

• • • •

.. ..

.. ..

.. . ..

. ..

• • • • •

.. .

. .. . .

.. .. ..

.. .. .... ..

.. . . .

• • • • • •

.. .

. .
. ..

· .... .. ..

• • • • •

BIBLIOG.L1J..FHICAL :!OT~

LIST OF DOCT.R:EulTd ..

GLOeSARY

VI SlP..:llARY.. • ..•
DIDE;{ .. .. • .. .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. .. .. .... 158

•

~~--~~ ---~-- .,

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
L .&C10.l .l..l:..uv

•
ILLUSl'El.TIONS

FollO"ldng

Table 1: Basic Training Center Activation and
Inactivation Dates, :30 Septe.nber 1940
31 December 1944 • • • • • • • • • • • • ..... 34

Hap:

Figure 1:

Location of Basic Tra.ining Centers,
.30 September 1940-31 December 1944 • •

Trainees at Basic Training Centers • •

• • • • •

• • • • •

35

65

Table 2: Attached Unassigned Recruit Strength
at Ba.sic Training Centers, January 1942
December 1944 ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 65

•

Table 3:

Table 4:

Trainees at Basic Training Centers,
January 1942-December 1944 • • • • •

Successive Basic Training Programs,
12 July 1943 to 9 November 1944 • •

• • • • • •

• • • • • •

66

85

11T-JCTJ /\SSJ PIE~i
(. _. = - :. '= . -=- _-:-7

-~- -- _._~ .. -_ .. ~ ~_.- ~ ~ -~_.
THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



•

•

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

•

Basic Military Training in the AAF, 1939-1944

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



•

e·

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

UNCLASSl~~IEU
.:umIS-49 (, - ~ - - .- j

Chapter I

BJ..3IO LITLIThRY TRll.TITI!'rG IU TIG IUT..3RIlL BET.ZJ 1':,0 ~;OmD ;;ARS

Ba.sic military trainine is the first phase of the process by'\mich

recruits are trans£onned from civilians into soldiers. Its objectives

may be defined as orientins men to Amy life a..'1.d providing them with an

elementary knowledge of fundamental military subjects. Instruction 6!I:.-

braces nrl.litary discipline and courtesy, drill, first aid, methods of

protection against disease, physical eonditioning, defense against enemy

attack, and care and use of yreapons. After completing training in these

and related subjects, recruits advance to instruction in the technical

specialties of the particula.r arm. or service of the 1.rmy to which they

. d 1are assJ.gne •

~ i:ar !. Background

During :,:orld ~!ar I, the Air Service maintained mechanic schools at

;St. Paul" lli.nn., and at I~elly Field" San Imtonio, Texas. At the St.

Paul school, technical training took precedence over military training.

Although military subjects were taught and strict discipline was en-

forced" drill was regarded primarily as a means of promoting physica.l

fitness. The staff considered the enlisted men pri..m.a.rily a.s students

;(lather than soldiers.
2

There are no data. available on military training

1. See Ea 21-,2, 16 July 1941" pp. 14-16.
2. Propeller, Jan. 1919, pp. 4, 7.
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